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Background

• 35 contracting states.

• Founded in 1994 to 
“promote consultation, 
cooperation and concerted 
action between its member 
countries.” 

• Forum for dialogue between 
its member states that 
allows for more creative 
and innovative solutions to 
be found.



• Focal Areas

Disaster Risk 
Reduction

Environment, 
Caribbean Sea 
Commission

Trade Sustainable Tourism Transport



• ACS Plan of Action 2022-2028
The Plan of Action outlines the strategic objectives and actions to be undertaken by the ACS, in the 
short term (2022 - 2028) to progress in the priority areas of development

The Plan follows the following cross-cutting themes:

Protection and 
conservation of the 

environment;

application of a gender 
lens;

Community 
participation/ 
engagement; 

engagement with 
youth, women, the 

differently abled and 
other vulnerable 

groups;

Digital transformation;
Private sector 
participation;

Support to micro, small 
and medium 
enterprises; 

Risk analysis and 
management



The ACS Plan of Action 2022-2028

Title: “Strategizing to reposition the Greater Caribbean 
for enhanced resilience and

rationalisation for optimal performance.”

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE A:                                   
Enhancing Regional 

Competiveness

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE B: 
Disaster Risk Reduction, 

Increasing Resilience

Recovery and Building Back 
Better

.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE C: 

Restoration, preservation, 
conservation, and 
sustainable use of

biodiversity

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE D:   
Multidimensional 

Cooperation



• Strategic Objective C.4

C.4 Promote measures for the elimination or mitigation of the 
impacts generated by solid waste on the environment and on 
the health of the citizens of the Greater Caribbean

Land activities generate between 70-85% of the garbage in the 
Caribbean Sea and it is mainly composed of plastics, resulting in one 
of the most worrying pollutants in the region. 

For this reason, the adoption of mechanisms that guarantee the right of 
every person to a healthy environment and promote sustainable 
development through the prevention of the generation, recovery and 
comprehensive management of hazardous waste, urban solid waste 
and special handling will be promoted; prevent the contamination of 
the sites with these residues and carry out their remediation.



• The Caribbean Sea Commission

• Established in 2006 under the auspices of the Association of 
Caribbean States (ACS)

• UNGA recognized it through resolution A/RES/61/197 
entitled "Towards the sustainable development of the 
Caribbean Sea for present and future generations“

• CSC six priorities: sargassum, pollution, regulation of 
microplastics, ocean governance, disaster risk reduction and 
climate change impacts (sea level rise and forced migration



• Held virtually from , Monday, October 31st - Friday, November 4th, 2022

• Collaborating Partners : 

• “Microplastics in the Caribbean: Sources, Impacts and 
Monitoring Methodologies”



• Objective:

• To disseminate knowledge on the major sources and impacts of

plastics pollution of the Caribbean Sea, with a specific focus on the

current status of pollution by Microplastics

• Agenda

• Held from 10:00-14:30 hours (-4 GMT), 4 Hours per day with 30

minutes refreshment break, 20 hours in total.

• Topics per day

1. The large marine ecosystems of the Greater Caribbean and their

importance for tourism, fisheries and new blue economy

opportunities

2. State of Knowledge of Microplastics in the Caribbean Sea

3. Microplastics contamination in different environments

4. Human Health impacts and remediation

5. Governance Frameworks, Policies and legal responses & Best

practices to address plastic pollution



Highlights

• 22 facilitators from 12 countries 

• 458 attendants from 52 countries

• Simultaneous translations to 
English, Spanish and French

• Active Discussions and 
participation



DAY 1 - The large marine ecosystems of the Greater Caribbean and their importance for tourism, fisheries and 
new blue economy opportunities

Mangroves micro ecosystems - Oliver Gros, Professor of Biological Organisms, Université des Antilles

Ecosystems in the Caribbean- Dr Anjani Ganase, Coral Reef Ecologist, Institute of Marine Affairs

The Caribbean and Tourism - Tenisha Brown-Williams, Research Assistant/Adjunct Lecturer/PhD Candidate,The University of 
the West Indies

DAY 2- Microplastics in the Caribbean Sea - State of Knowledge

Marine Litter - Aleke Stöfen O’Brien, Assistant Professor (Research/Ocean Sustainability, Governance & Management), World 
Maritime University

Overview of Microplastics with non-invasive methods in marine species in the Caribbean - Dalila Aldana Aranda, Professor of 
Center for Research and Advanced Studies of the National Polytechnic Institute, Mexico City (Cinvestav)

Microplastics status in the Caribbean - La Daana Kanhai, Lecturer Department of Life Sciences. The University of the West 
Indies St. Augustine

Microplastics in the Amazon - Caribbean Basin - Martinelli Filho, Professor,

Federal University of Pará, Faculty of Oceanography

Microplastics pollution in water, sediments - Luisa Espinosa, Lead Researcher, Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas y Costeras
(INVEMAR)

• Presentations

https://www.wmu.se/people/aleke-stofen-obrien


DAY 3- Microplastics contamination in different environments

Microplastics in Beaches - Nelson Rangel Buitrago, Full Professor of Geology at the University of Atlantico, Barranquilla, Colombia

Impacts of microplastics in mangrove/sensitive ecosystems- Mrs Wendy Nelson, Analytical Chemist, Institute of Marine Affairs

Presence of Microplastics in fishes and water -Clare Morral, Professor, Department of Biology, Ecology and Conservation, St. 
George's University,

Nanoplastics - Pierre-Yves Pascal, Université des Antilles Systématique-Adaptation-Evolution

DAY 4 - Human Health impacts and remediation

Microplastic Research at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency– Kay Ho, Calista Mills; Troy Pierce - USEPA

An overview of the effects of nanoplastics in fish- Mariana Teles Pereira, Ramón y Cajal Researcher, Department of Cell Biology, 
Physiology and Immunology, Institute of Biotechnology and Biomedicine, Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona

Bio-remediation - Amelia Ferres, Professor, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Ciudad de México, México.

Circular Economy - Cristina Cortinas, President of the Cristina Cortinas Foundation

Surveys of perception of plastics and State of cleanliness of beaches - Alethia Vazquez Morillas Professor-Researcher, Universidad 
Autónoma Metropolitana.

DAY 5- Governance Frameworks, Policies and legal responses & Best practices to address plastic pollution

Best Practices - legislation to address Microplastics pollution in the Caribbean Sea – Senator Beatriz Paredes; Member of 
the Senate of the Republic of Mexico and Christopher Corbin, Coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), Cartagena Convention.

Best practices at landfills- Shalina Rooplal Basel Convention Regional Center- Caribbean





• Discussions and Conclusions



• As an immediate step the presentations will be compiled and shared 
through our various networks – websites, social media etc.

• Mapping 
.



Recommendations

• Recommendations to form a road map for ACS’s next steps with regards to our role in regional management of 

microplastics pollution. 

• Continue to promote dissemination of ongoing research and information on microplastics in the region. 

• The development of an accessible repository for relevant research was seen as a priority action. 

• Knowledge transfer needed for the harmonization and standardisation of methodologies for microplastics testing 

and monitoring. 

• Mapping revealed several disjointed efforts regionally. Expansion of mapping to include other partnerships and 

networks leading to the development of a network of laboratories and/or researchers working on microplastics. (e.g

expansion of the REMARCO network with additional English speaking territories)

• Continued collaboration with partners in related initiatives (working groups, steering groups etc).

• The ACS and collaborating partners must continue to promote  contextually appropriate awareness building 

exercises to impact behavioural change.



• Recommendations continued

• The presentations and mapping have given the ACS important information and 
strategic partnerships so that we may add value to ongoing initiatives.

• All shared documents and presentations will be added to an accessible drive 
for all presenters and participants to access as needed.

• Development of a regional post graduate programme with specific focus on 
marine pollution and microplastics pollution.

• Documenting the proceedings of the webinar into an official report of 
summary of plastics management in the Caribbean . 



@ACS-AEC @ACS_AEC acsaec @acs.aec

www.acs-aec.org

THANK YOU


